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14th U.S. Hickory Open

September 12-14, 2021
 

The following is a tentative schedule and is subject to change.

Sunday, Sept. 12 – Practice Round 

1:00 p.m. Shotgun start for tournament participants
6:30 p.m. Welcome Reception, the Livingstone Room at the clubhouse.
  Hors d’oeuvres with cash bar. Vendors and members who have reserved tables will  
  display items for view, trade and sale.

Monday, Sept. 13 – First Tournament Round 

6:30 a.m. Breakfast opens in the Livingstone Room
8:00 a.m. Starting times off No. 1.  Box lunch provided.
  Championship division will play from the black tees, Seniors from the white, and Super  
  Seniors from the green. Women competitors will play from the U.S. Hickory Open tees.
6:30 p.m. Cocktail hour – cash bar
7:00 p.m. Tournament Dinner served in the Livingstone Room

Tuesday, Sept. 14 – Final Round 

6:30 a.m. Breakfast opens in the Livingstone Room
8:00 a.m. Starting times off No. 1.  Box lunch provided
After Golf Awards Presentation (near the Livingstone Room) 
  Presentations will occur approximately 1/2 hour after the final putt.

The Livingstone Room will be available before, during and after all rounds. 

PRESENTED BY

COVER – Gearhart Golf Links Clubhouse 
above the 18th green. (Don Frank)

The 2021 U.S. Hickory Open program is a copyright of 
the Society of Hickory of Golfers.
Produced and designed by Robert Birman and James 
Davis.  Printing by Litho Craft Inc., Lynnwood, WA

Tournament Director: Rob Ahlschwede
General Manager: Jason Bangild
Communications: Robert Birman, Jim Davis, Jason Bangild, 
Rob Ahlschwede
Entries: Jim Clawson, Chair, Kit Leadbetter, Rob Ahlschwede
Golf Committee: Jim von Lossow, Chair, Roberta Robbins, 
Co-Chair, John Henry Williams, Chuck McCollum, Erik Beer, 
Rob Ahlschwede 
On Site Registration and Check-in: Gilles Guenette, Chair, 
Bob Keeler, Tom Tracy, assisted by SoHG Equipment Committee

Treasurer: Mike Sloan
Sponsor Coordinator and Raffle:, John Quickstad, Chair, KC
Harrison, Peter Yagi, Kit Ledbetter, Martin Pool, Rob 
Ahlschwede
Handicap Committee: Ken Holtz, Tom Tracy, Rob Ahlschwede
Hotels/lodging: Kit Ledbetter, Chair, David McDonald, 
Roberta Robbins, Rob Ahlschwede
Food and Beverage: Rob Ahlschwede & KC Harrison
Promotion and Media: Robert Birman & Rob Ahlschwede

2021 U.S. Hickory Open Organizing Committee and Northwest Hickory 



In 1892, before any formal golf course existed west of the  
Mississippi River, a clatch of homesick Scotsmen  
confounded the locals by burying tin 
cans into the dunes in Gearhart and 
then knocking balls with sticks until 
they dropped into the cans. For these 
Scots, the landscape was strongly  
reminiscent of the native, ancient 
courses of St. Andrews and Montrose.

On behalf of all of our employees and 
members, we welcome you to the 2021 
U.S. Hickory Open--only the second time this heralded 
event has been contested on the West Coast.

Since 2014, Gearhart has been host to Northwest  
Hickory Players’ Gearhart Classic, a three-day event that  
introduces hickory golf to our members, and  routinely 
welcomes players from more than a dozen U.S. states.

The care and attention to our grounds make this a  
challenging test at any time of the year. We’ve been 
waiting for you since 1891, and we’re thrilled that you’re 
here to experience Gearhart as you crown the 2021 
champion on our fabled links. Play well!

Jason Bangild, General Manager
Tim Boyle,  Ranking Member, Board of Governors  
  representing the Boyle Family, owners of  
  Gearhart Golf Links
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“Gearhart Golf Links has always been a 

special place to the Jacobsen family. As 

kids we would come the Beach every 

summer and play match after match on 

the links, betting for milkshakes. The  

improvements the Boyle family have  

implemented are spectacular. Their  

vision to “Polish the Gem” is spot on, and  

everyone who plays there will love 

the newly restored links feel, from the 

open vistas to the firm and fast playing  

surfaces.”

Peter Jacobsen 
7-time winner on the PGA Tour 
NBC and Golf Channel Analyst



100 years of championship golf
100 years of championing golf

...and counting.

In the fall of 1922 men hauling golf clubs arrived in Yakima, Wash. to play in a newly created golf showcase, 
the Washington State Amateur. Bon Stein would be its first champion. Ninety-nine more would earn the 

title since then, some on their way to becoming national golf legends. 

But more than crowning winners, WA Golf is a steadfast champion of the game—providing member benefits 
and services to its current membership of nearly 80,000 golfers, 650 clubs, and 260 golf facilities throughout 
Washington and Northern Idaho. A champion of golf for everyone.

w a g o l f . o r g

W a s h i n g t o n  G o l f  c e l e b r a t e s  i t s  c e n t e n n i a l  i n  2 0 2 2 .



ToTo  thethe  CoastCoast  
  A History of Gearhart Golf LinksA History of Gearhart Golf Links

  by Martin Poolby Martin Pool

HOTEL GEARHART BY-THE-SEA.
BOULEVARD LOOKING EAST.
GEARHART. OREG.



uilt on the sand dunes of the coastal town of 
Gearhart, Oregon, Gearhart Golf Links is one of 
the earliest golf courses in the Pacific Northwest.  

While the veil of time has obscured Gearhart’s earliest 
days, there is evidence to suggest that Robert Living-
stone, a Scottish transplant, laid out the first holes of 
this links course in 1892.   

When John Astor sent out ex-
peditions in 1810, one by sea 
and one by land, to establish 
a trading post on the Oregon 
coast, there were two Scotsmen 
on board the ship the Tonquin.  
Astor’s men established a fort in 
Astoria, only fifteen miles from 
what was to become the town of 
Gearhart.  True also, there was a 
family of Scots living in nearby 
Astoria in later years, one even 
with the name of Robert Mc-
Ewan.  For students of Scottish 
golf history, the McEwan name 
is well known as a family of fine 
clubmakers.  However, this Mc-
Ewan was born in Nova Scotia, 
Canada and is not likely to have 
played golf before emigrating to 
Astoria in 1846.  It is tempting to 
think that if there were Scots living in the area that they 
must have played golf.  But not all Scots played golf, and 
there is no evidence to suggest that any had done so in 
Gearhart prior to 1892.

One must also remember that these early settlers on the 
Oregon coast led a hard-scrabble existence.  They set-
tled in these places not because they were wealthy or 
prosperous, but because they were poor and were seek-
ing a better life for themselves.  It is not likely such peo-
ple would find the leisure time to play golf.

Additionally, the land around what was to become 
Gearhart, at the time referred to as the Clatsop Plains, 
was sparsely populated and difficult to get to, even from 
the settlement of Astoria.  It was not until a railroad ex-
tension from Astoria to Seaside was completed in 1890, 
that the land near Gearhart became readily accessible.   

The first concrete documentary evidence referencing a 
golf links in Gearhart appeared in Astoria’s newspaper 

The Daily Morning Astorian in 1896.  In a brief article, 
it reported that:

“Mr. R. Livingstone, of Portland, returned home last 
evening, having spent two or three days at Gearhart 
putting in a set of golf links.” (The Daily Morning As-
torian - 7/7/1896)

The phrasing is curious.  We assume by “putting in a 
set of golf links,” the reporter means Livingstone has 
laid out a series of holes which make up a golf course.  
The question then becomes, was this the first instance 
or had he also done so in previous years?  All we know 
from this report is that a golf course was there in 1896.  
Robert Livingstone, an immigrant from Scotland, had 
purchased two lots at Gearhart in 1891, therefore it is 
possible that he may have “put in” a golf links as early as 
1892 but the local newspapers had simply not reported 
it.  The answer to whether the golf course was first laid 
out in 1892 or in 1896 is not easily answered.  Regard-
less, it is clear Livingstone played the leading role in es-
tablishing golf at Gearhart.

Gearhart prior to 1890 was largely undeveloped land, 
with a few cabins scattered about.  That all changed 
when wealthy businessman Marshall Kinney bought 
up vast tracts on and around what was to become the 
town of Gearhart (incorporated 1918).  By 1890, Kin-
ney had platted the property, begun the construction 

B
of Hotel Gearhart, and extended the railway line from 
Astoria to Seaside with a stop at Gearhart.  Kinney had 
a vision that Gear-
hart would become a 
popular resort desti-
nation and he would 
be proven right.  Port-
landers could now 
take the eight-hour 
stern wheeler trip 
down the Willamette 
and Columbia Rivers 
from Portland to As-
toria, hop on the train 
and be at Gearhart the 
same day.   

Once the railway had 
been extended, and 
Gearhart became 
more accessible, Rob-
ert Livingstone was 
one of a number of 
wealthy Portlanders 
who began buying up 
Kinney’s lots in Gear-
hart starting in 1891.  
The first lots Living-
stone purchased were 
south of what is now 
Pacific Way, about a 
half mile south of where 
the golf course now sits.  

Robert Livingstone (1853–1926) was born in Brechin, 
Scotland.  He attended Edinburgh University and prac-
ticed law before being sent by the Scottish American 
Investment Trust Company to manage their Oregon 
Mortgage Company in Portland, Oregon.  In addition 
to founding the Gearhart Golf Links, Livingstone was 
also one of the founders of Waverley Golf Club in Port-
land, serving as its first president in 1896.

What was Livingstone’s motivation in purchasing the 
properties at Gearhart, where he would spend nearly 
every summer for the rest of his life?  Clearly he was en-
chanted with the place.  Was it because it reminded him 
of his homeland in Scotland?  Was it because he saw 
that the land was perfectly suited to the game of golf?  

It is not implausible to think that by the summer of 
1892, he may have laid out a few holes near the hotel, 

with Kinney’s permis-
sion, for himself and a 
small circle of expatri-
ates.

At the time, Living-
stone was also active 
in the affairs of the 
St. Andrews Society 
of Oregon, a social 
club founded in 1875 
in Portland, in which 
members would cele-
brate Scottish holidays 
and traditions.  Alex-
ander Baillie, founder 
of Tacoma Golf Club 
in 1894, was also a 
member and no doubt 
Livingstone and Baillie 
saw each other often.  
These two men, along 
with other members of 
the Society, doubtlessly 
ventured out to Gear-
hart to play the game 
that they loved.   

In 1893 and 1894, 
    Livingstone bought add-
    tional lots at Gearhart, 
this time on Cottage Avenue and closer to where the 
golf course would be located.  On one of his lots, he built 
his summer house, which was completed about 1896. 

Marshall Kinney, who platted the land in and around 
Gearhart in 1889/90, initially envisioned that the prop-
erty on which the golf course now sits would remain 
undeveloped as an open park for visitors.  Livingstone 
would have had to convince Kinney, who knew little 
about golf, to allow him to lay out a course on Kinney’s 
parkland. Kinney, however, was first and foremost a 
businessman and the idea of adding a golf course next 
to his Hotel Gearhart must have intrigued him. Golf 
was becoming more and more popular, and by the 
mid-1890s, many more people were becoming aware of 
“America’s newest pastime.”  He likely saw the appeal of 
golf to draw more property buyers to Gearhart.  

Period photos of Gearhart Golf Links courtesy of Oregon Historical Society



By 1896, Livingstone had founded Waverly Golf Club, 
completed his summer home in Gearhart, and likely 
began the work of expanding the course at Gearhart to 
nine holes.  A number of Waverly members purchased 
lots and homes at Gearhart, and interest in golf grew.  
The following year, in 1897, Hotel Gearhart would for 
the first time, promote the golf course in its advertise-
ment:     

“The beautiful resort at Gearhart Park will open for 
the season on July 15th…. The hotel has been renovat-
ed and a bowling alley put in.  Golf links are added as 
an attraction to resorters.” (The Daily Morning Astori-
an - 7/11/1897)

Golf at Gearhart in the late 1890s and early 1900s was 
strictly a summertime affair.  The season typically 
opened in mid-July and concluded in late September.  
The course catered mainly to the guests of the hotel 
and to Portlanders who had built summer homes there.  
Using goats and sheep to keep the grass down during 
the off season, the course no doubt was rough. It is not 
known what the layout and yardages of Livingstone’s 
initial layout were, but it would have been entirely dif-
ferent than what it is now.  In 1902, Jack Moffat, Waver-
ley’s golf professional, shot a course record 66-69 four 
times around the nine-hole course, which gives us some 
idea of its par, probably around 65, given that an excel-
lent score by a golf professional at the time would have 
been a few strokes over par.

The concept of a hotel with a golf course was a novel one 
in the 1890s, but then everything about golf was novel at 
the time.  Over the next decade, golf resorts would ap-
pear up and down the Pacific coast, perhaps none more 
famous than Hotel del Monte in Monterey, California.  
Marshall Kinney visited Del Monte in 1900/01 and 
liked what he saw.  Near what is now Pacific Way, some 
half mile south of where the current clubhouse sits, he 
built a grand hotel, the Hotel Gearhart by the Sea, which 
opened in June, 1910.  Tragically, the hotel would burn 
to the ground five years later.  Arson was suspected.

In 1915, Gearhart Golf Links, now operating under the 
management of Gearhart Park Company, expanded the 
golf course to 18 holes.   They secured the services of 
George Turnbull, Waverley’s golf professional, to design 
the layout which would then be modified by George 
Eddy, Gearhart’s golf professional, and R. C. F. Astbury, 
Waverley member and a civil engineer by profession.   

The new 18-hole course, at 5,413 yards, opened for play 
in July 1915.  

At the time, Hotel Gearhart by the Sea was located about 
a half mile south of where the clubhouse now sits.  The 
course extended some three blocks south of what is now 
the 18th tee, hence the 1st tee at that time was locat-
ed near what is now Pacific Way.  This three block area 
between Pacific Way and Third Street was later platted 
and sold.  The area north of what is now Gearhart Lane 
where holes 2-8 now sit, was added circa 1932.

Following the catastrophic fire to the grand Hotel Gear-
hart by the Sea, the Gearhart Park Company opened the 
third Hotel Gearhart in 1923.  The hotel was relocated 
to where the current clubhouse now sits.  In order to 
situate the first tee near the entrance to the new hotel, 
the existing holes were renumbered.

The golf course has gone through numerous changes 
in ownership over the years.  As a consequence, subse-
quent renovations of the course were undertaken by the 
new owners.  In 1917, A. Vernon Macan, noted North-
west golf course architect, praised Gearhart’s location as 
“the most promising course I have seen in this country.”  
A Seattle Times article from 1922 stated that “The Pacif-
ic Coast has never had a finer student of golf links con-
struction than Macan. The Colwood, Inglewood and 
Gearhart links are of his brainwork and handiwork.” 
(Seattle Times 7/22/1922).  The suggestion is that Ma-
can had done renovation work at Gearhart although it 
is unclear as to when and to what extent. 

In 1926, Gearhart Land Company sold the golf course 
to Gearhart Golf Links Inc.  The new company acquired 
fifty acres north of the existing property to add to the 
original sixty acres.  The plan was to expand the golf 
course to utilize the full 110 acres and to extend it out to 
the beach to create two ocean holes.

The “two ocean holes” never materialized, and it took 
several years for the expansion of the golf links to be-
come a reality.  The major renovation to lay out what is 
now holes 2–8, across Gearhart Lane, appears to have 
taken place in 1931 or 1932. The addition of these holes 
in the north end of the property also meant the redesign 
and re-routing of existing holes.  Who was the designer 
of this major expansion and renovation?  The question 
is not easily answered but there are strong suggestions 
that the architect was H. Chandler Egan.  As early as 

1921, Egan, in an interview with a reporter, expressed 
the desire to “build a championship course at Gearhart.” 
(New York Herald - 11/27/1921).  More direct evidence 
comes from a September 27, 1931 issue of the Medford 
Mail Tribune which reported that H. Chandler Egan 
had been hired to renovate Gearhart.

Further evidence came 
from a Seattle Times re-
port the following year:

Two men who had faith 
in Gearhart as a resort 
and as a golf tourna-
ment center are Gov. 
Julius Meier and Aaron 
Frank, Portland mer-
chant and capitalist.  
They bought the Gear-
hart hotel, and golf 
course, or anyhow the 
controlling interest in 
it.  The present lay-out 
is after the compos-
ite design of A. Vernon 
Macan of Victoria, 
Chandler Egan of Med-
ford, Or., and George 
Turnbull, the big Scot 
who was professional 
at both Waverley Coun-
try Club and at Gear-
hart.  (Seattle Times – 
9/4/1932)

H. Chandler Egan (1884–1936) and A. Vernon Macan 
(1882–1964) were the two great golf architects of Pacific 
Northwest golf courses during the golden age of golf in 
the 1920s.
 
Henry Chandler Egan, was born in Chicago, Illinois in 
1884.  He learned to play golf at Exmoor Golf Club near 
Chicago.  He attended Harvard University where he was 
captain of the golf team.

He won the U.S. Amateur titles in 1904 and 1905, and 
was the first U.S. golfer to medal in the Olympic Games 
in 1904, winning the silver in individual competition 
and gold in the team competition. 

Egan is noted for his design or renovation of numer-
ous Northwest golf courses.   He also partnered with the 
famed Alister McKenzie to renovate Pebble Beach Golf 
Course in 1929.  
 
Arthur Vernon Macan, born in Ireland in 1882, emi-

grated to Victoria, British Co-
lumbia, Canada in 1912.  He 
was an accomplished golfer 
winning the Pacific Northwest 
Amateur Championship  
in 1913.

He volunteered for service in 
World War I with the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force.  He was 
wounded in France resulting 
in an amputation of his left leg.  
He returned to British Colum-
bia to begin his career in golf 
architecture.

Macan designed numerous golf 
courses in British Columbia, 
Washington, Oregon, and Cal-
ifornia. 
The most recent renovations 
took place in 2010 by golf archi-
tect Bill Robinson, and again in 
2016 when a great number of 
trees were removed to return 
the course closer to its original 
design.

Gearhart Golf Links remains a popular resort destina-
tion to this day.  In 2021, golf history buffs, clad in their 
period clothes, will roam the course with their niblicks 
and mashies as the course plays host to the U.S. Hickory 
Open.

____________________________________

Martin Pool is a researcher, historian, and founding member of North-
west Hickory Players. He maintains course histories on the NWHP web-
site for courses in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho prior to 1935. Visit 
www.nwhickoryplayers.org for more information.



Northwest Hickory Players is proud to host the 14th U.S. Hickory Open at 
Gearhart. We welcome you back to the West Coast for the signature event 
in the SoHG Order of Merit Series. NWHP hosted the 2015 Open at Del 
Monte at Pebble Beach Resorts and we have had the good fortune to host 
the annual Gearhart Hickory Classic here on the Links since 2015. We thank 
all of the players for joining us this week and we hope to see you again at 
any number of NWHP’s monthly events in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho. 
 

www.nwhickoryplayers.org  @nwhickoryplayers

ABOUT THE SOCIETY OF HICKORY GOLFERS

The mission of the Society of Hickory Golfers is to promote and encourage the playing of Hickory Golf.

• To establish a worldwide society of like-minded hickory players;
• To assist members and others in discovering the playing characteristics of wood shaft golf 

clubs;
• To promote the experience of golf in a manner consistent with how the ‘royal and ancient 

game’ was played in the hickory era;
• To establish guidelines for organizing hickory golf tournaments;
• To provide a centralized scheduling system for world wide hickory competitions;
• To provide a hosting service for the establishment and maintenance of hickory handicaps; and
• To develop and maintain equipment standards for hickory play. 

PAST U.S. HICKORY OPEN VENUES & WINNERS

2008 – Mimosa Hills CC, Morganton, N.C. (Dr. Jay Harris winner)
2009 – Mimosa Hills CC, Morganton, N.C. (Roger Andrews, winner)
2010 – Mimosa Hills CC, Morganton, N.C. (Rick Woeckener, winner)
2011 – Donald Ross Course, French Lick, Ind. (Alan Grieve, winner)
2012 – Donald Ross Course, French Lick, Ind. (Tony Smarrelli, winner)
2013 – Bay Course, Seaview Resort, Galloway, N.J. (Jeremy Moe, winner)
2014 – Country Club of Asheville, Asheville, N.C. (Jeremy Moe, winner)
2015 – Miami Valley Golf Club, Dayton, Ohio (Jeremy Moe, winner)
2016 – Links of Lawsonia, Green Lake, Wisc. (Jeremy Moe, winner)
2017 – Del Monte Golf Course, Monterey, CA (Nico Bollini, winner)
2018 – Sedgefield Country Club, Greensboro, N.C. (Taylor Jones, winner)
2019 – Belvedere Golf Club, Charlevoix, Michigan (Rick Woeckener, winner)
2020 – Happy Hollow Club, Omaha, Nebraska (Taylor Jones, winner)



OPEN DIVISION
Quinn Allen
Hillsboro, OR

Erik Beer
Concord, CA

Timothy Bell
Ben Lomond, CA

Robert Birman
Port Townsend, WA

Nico Bollini 
Laguna Beach, CA
 
Albert Bruno
Eugene, OR

James Bucher
Seattle, WA

Mike Callahan
Rochester, MI

Richard Canapo
Mont Vernon, WA

Tom Coyne
Devon, PA

Colin Criss
Moscow, ID

Brian Davis
Coppell, TX

Jeffrey Dean
Chicago, IL

Matthew Dodds
Burlington, VT

Harris Finkelstein
Reston, VA

Peter Flory
Seattle, WA

Brian Free
North Plains, OR

Jeff Groswell
Fall City, WA

Gilles Guenette
North Bend, WA

Devin Harmala
Everett, WA

Brad Harvey
Beaverton, OR

Brent Hudgins
Vancouver, WA

Marshall Huston
Woodinville, WA

Joe Johnson
Bend, OR

Taylor Jones
Birmingham, AL
 
John Lavendoski
Bainbridge Island, WA

Scott McAllister
Williston, VT
 
Allan Montpellier
Mercer Island, WA

Jeffrey Olsen
Shoreline, WA

Skip Perry
San Francisco, CA

Jack Rasmussen
Arlington, TX

Matt Seban
West Bend, WI

Scott Staudacher
Rockford, MI

Mike Swingle
Bellevue, WA

Gabe Tonan
Port Townsend, WA

Andrew Von Lossow
Spokane, WA

Brian Weis
West Bend, WI

Rick Woeckener
Garrettsville, OH

Riley Wong
Sacramento, CA

SENIOR DIVISION
David Brown
Omaha, NE

Bert Coghill
Orlando Park, IL

Russell Eaves
Greenville, NC

Ernie Ernst
Neenah, WI

Chuck Felder
Costa Mesa, CA

Jeff Fumia
Goodyear, AZ

Bill Geisler
Winter Springs, FL

Doug Gelbert
Hendersonville, NC

David Hall
Steilacoom, WA

Chris Hardy
Port Byron, IL

KC Harrison
Portland, OR

Edward Horvath
Sedona, AZ

Mark C. Keating
Sherwood, OR

Robert Keeler
Corona Del Mar, CA

Floyd Lockie
Portland, OR

Brian Malison
Visalia, CA

David McDonald
Washougal, WA

Chris McIntyre
Vancouver, WA

Dave McMurtrey
Long Beach, CA

Andy Moye
Maury, NC

Kurt Olsen
Laguna Beach, CA

Brian Pollack
Bainbridge Island, WA

Martin Pool
Kenmore, WA

John Quickstad
Sammamish, WA

Curt Sampson
Ennis, TX

Richard Schmidt
Southern Pines, NC

Steve Simer
Madison, WI

Michael D. Sloan
Houston, TX

Breck Speed
Little Rock, AK

 
Jim Von Lossow
Spokane, WA

Dana Vordale
Lomar, CA

Cal Whitman
Rio, IL 

Mark Wille
Newport Beach, CA

John Henry Williams
Shoreline, WA
 
Bruce Wray
Sun City West, AZ

Peter Yagi
Seattle, WA

SUPER SENIOR  
DIVISION
Omar Arambul
Yakima, WA

Buck Barrie
Newberg, OR

Joe Bradshaw
Cave Creek, AZ

James Clawson 
Charlottesville VA 

James H. Davis
Grand Rapids, MI

Tom Driscoll
Redmond, WA

Stephen Franich
Olalla, WA

Bob Georgiade
Durham, NC

James Griffen
Neenah, WI

Craig Healy
Sun City West, AZ

Roger Hill
Grand Rapids, MI

Deal Hudson
Fairfax, VA

Robert Jacobson
Cave Creek, AZ

Michael Jones
Scottsdale, AZ

Rudy Kastelic
La Mesa, CA

Michael Kaus
Cave Creek, AZ

Michael D. Kosich
Los Gatos, CA

Rick Lehman
Seattle, WA

John H. Mabry
Phoenix, AZ

Ron Mahugh
Puyallup, WA

Steven Malmquist
Puyallup, WA

Richard McAllister
Payson, AZ

Chuck McCollum
Rocklin, CA

Daniel Merta
Scottsdale, AZ

Scott Miller
Cave Creek, AZ

Tad Moore
Birmingham, AL

Matthew Nelson
La Quinta, CA

Dana Niehaus
Santa Cruz, CA

Galen Peterson
Sun City West, AZ

Ed Ronco
Wyandotte, MI

Lyle Rowland
Neskowin, OR

Gregory Smith
DeForest, WI

Larry Sonnenberg
Norco, CA

Ray Tokareff
Desert Hot Springs, CA

Tom Tracy
Star, ID

John Willbanks
Colleyville, TX

Richard Williams
Portland, OR

Wedgy Winchester
Portland, OR

LADIES  
DIVISION
Jean Bradshaw
Cave Creek, AZ

Sandy Bucher
Seattle, WA

Chelsea Guenette
North Bend, WA

Barbara S. Jones
Scottsdale, AZ

Marcia Likens
Winter Springs, FL

Roberta Robbins
Kenmore, WA

Pam Rowland
Neskowin, OR

Susan Tracy
Star, ID

GEARHART STAFF

Jason Bangild
General Manager/ 
Director of Golf

Forrest Goodling
Golf Course Superintendent

Zdravko “Z” Barbic
Head Golf Professional

Casey Poore 
First Assistant Golf Professional

Ian Goldspink
Pro Shop Assistant

John Strawn 
Design Consultant

Don Frank
Photographer

2021 USHO Players2021 USHO Players 2021 USHO Players2021 USHO Players
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It’s exciting to take in a U.S. Hickory Open; to perhaps 
challenge a course one has never played in a part of the 
country one has never visited. While the hickories in the 
bag may be in good order and one’s game as solid as it’s 
going to get, there is always that question of just how to 
negotiate an unfamiliar course.

The 2021 USHO challenge is the Gearhart Golf Links, 
an 1897 course built in a sleepy resort community along 
the Oregon coast. Current owner, Tim Boyle, owner and 
CEO of Columbia Sportswear, has a great affection for the 
course and has gone to some lengths to restore it to 
its links-style heritage. Many hundreds of trees 
were removed a few years ago. So, how to 
play this Northwest gem of a golf course?

Jason Bangild, Gearhart’s general manager 
and director of golf, has sound advice for 
the new visitor, especially a hickory golfer 
– stay out of the rough and mind the wind.

“Gearhart may, on first viewing, appear to 
show a wind-swept dunescape,” he says, “but 
a closer look reveals an amicable mix of short 
and long holes, with twists and turns carved 
out of the ancient sand terrain.”

At just 6,551 yards, the course doesn’t seem 
like a brute, but Bangild says the relatively 
high course record of only 64 makes you 
wonder where the defense lies. It doesn’t 
take long to find out.

“The greens are generally very small, averaging just 
3,000 square feet,” Bangild says. “Most are receptive in 
the front, perfect for the ground game hickory players 
embrace. That said, subtle slopes will move the golf ball 
away from holes tucked behind bunkers and perched on 
mounds.”

While there is no grain on these Poa and Fescue greens, 
which consistently run at 11 to 12 on the Stimpmeter, 
Bangild says wind is always a factor on the coast, and the 
flags rarely hang still. 

“A north wind can make holes 4, 11, 12, and 18 incredi-
bly tough,” he says. “A south wind will make those same 

holes a touch easier, but holes 13 and 14 will give you fits. 
The rest of the layout is subject to cross winds, uneven 
lies and, of course, the fescue.”

The fescue. Gearhart’s native grass grows tall and wispy 
in the summer and while it may beautifully frame pre-
ferred landing areas, it also provides wrist-breaking pen-
alties in the thicker areas. “If you are able to keep the ball 
in front of you, avoid most of the 70 bunkers, and stay 
below the hole, you’ll have a great day,” Bangild says.

Easy for him to say.

Former SoHG president and the Society’s 
tournament chairman Bill Geisler is one 
who did have a great day on the Gearhart 
links. In 2019 he shot the modern hicko-
ry record of 71, one under par, during that 
year’s Gearhart Hickory Classic.

“That course plays fast, like a typical Scot-
tish course in that the ground is firm and sandy 

and the ball rolls out,” Geisler says. “On that 
day (in 2019), it was windy and I only hit a 
driver once. I used a driving iron all the way 
around.”

As with many great courses, it’s an error to 
fire at a pin at Gearhart thinking that long is 
the acceptable mistake, he says. You have 
to play conservatively.

“Find your spots in the fairways, figure out where you are 
comfortable placing the ball,” he says. “Use good course 
management, figure what to hit to greens and avoid the 
fairway bunkers which are well placed to penalize those 
who try an aggressive line and fail to bring it off.”

Both Bangild and Geisler say that common sense is the 
best advice: Stay below the holes; most greens are fast but 
true and will accept bump and run play; practice a knock-
down shot; and fine-tune your chipping and putting touch.

At the end of the day, and as with Columbia Sportswear’s 
outdoor gear, the eventual USHO champion at Gearhart 
Golf Links will surely be “Tested Tough.”

Watch the wind, avoid the bunkers and grasses
The key to playing Gearhart Golf Links

by Jim Davis

Designed to fit golfers with swing speeds under 105 
mph, the new TOUR B RXS has softer feel and maximum 
greenside spin, allowing you to stop approach and 
pitch shots on a dime. Validated professionally by Fred 
Couples and Rocco Mediate.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS AT BRIDGESTONE GOLF



Win entry into the Whistling Straits
Hickory Challenge May 13-14, 2022! Wisconsin

Hickory
Golf

One 

lucky winner of 

this year’s U.S.H.O. raffle 

will gain entry into the Whistling 

Straits Hickory Challenge May 13-14, 

2022, courtesy of our friends at Wiscon-

sin Hickory Golf. The event includes two 

rounds of golf with cart at The Irish Course at 

Whistling Straits and The Meadows Course at 

Blackwolf Run. In addition, on Friday night, 

players will have access to The Baths Course 

– a new par three course - including food 

afterward. Optional round at The Straits 

Course (above) is available for $230 

including caddie (tip is your 

responsibility). Good 

luck!

Whistling Straits raffle 
winner will be announced 
at the awards ceremony 
on Tuesday following the 
final round.  Winner need 
not be present to win.

Other events of note!

“Keeper of The Spirit”  
Gutty Challenge
July 14-16, 2022 

Join us on the fifth anniversary of paying homage to 
Mr. Mike Just. The event is hosted by Eagle Springs 
Resort, founded in 1893, the oldest course in Wis-
consin and recently honored by GOLF as the 23rd 
best nine-hole course in the world. The course 
is easily accessible from Green Bay, Milwau-
kee, Madison and Chicago. Contestants play 
either the McIntyre Park or Braid and the 
bramble version of each. Start making plans 
today. Full details and registration will be 
available in the fall.

2022 Wisconsin Hickory Open
August 25-27, 2022

Universally regarded as Langford and Moreau’s 
best course, the Lawsonia Links in Green Lake, 
Wisconsin, is what Johnny Revolta called, “one 
of the finest courses I’ve ever played.” Your entry 
fee includes two rounds of golf at Lawsonia on 
the Links course, club swap, fish fry, welcome 
reception, tee gift and the legendary Wisconsin 
brats at the turn both days. Registrations open in 
the fall.

wisconsinhickorygolfers.com

Wagerers of bounce, chance is our feel.
Clubs shuffle nervously in the quiver, 
rubbing the others for luck. Each face steals 
glances at the golfer. Each shaft, magic, shivers:
A mashie like a dowsing rod, flicking a ball
over a bump like pulling water from earth.
A cleek like a wand, casting a thumping spell
of clack and stroke and sandy mirth.

The haggle and offer are eased across
as a bump and run. We show our Nicolls
and Gibsons, our Stewarts: names we toss
about, trading blunt hoes and sickles.
We wander the fescue. We prospect. We flail
at the ground, hoping to pigeon-hole a creed.
Here, we golfers wag our wooden tails.
At Gearhart’s Open, we share a breed.

- Colin Criss

Lines for the 2021 United States Hickory Open

Like two wagging dogs, each first sniffing
the other’s ass, the hickory golfers wander
to the other’s bag, flipping over cleeks, riffing
on the old economies of Fife. One ponders
what hands a club has passed through,
what rafters have dripped a warping tag
on wood. These shafts, polished, spring true
as new grass, are steady as a good lag.

Hand sewn head covers for hickory and modern day clubs 
using quality second hand clothing combined with new fabric 
for a classy and unique product. Custom orders available upon 
request. Prices start @ $40/head cover. Contact Sue at 
suetracygolfer@gmail.com

“Always use a clean ball, and carry a sponge to keep it clean with.” 
- Harry Vardon, The Complete Golfer 

World’s Handiest Sponge Box
•  Putt with a clean ball
•  Compact - slips in your pocket
•  Waterproof
•  Avoid pesticides and bacteria

Available with Ballicker logo or SoHG logo. Custom logos avail-
able upon request. Learn more at ballicker.com  
or email us at info@ballicker.com

GOLF PRODUCTS 
by Sue Tracy

$5 each or 
5 for $20





REPLICA GOLF BALLS CELEBRATING THE FINE TRADITIONS OF THE ROYAL AND ANCIENT GAME.

THE “BRAID” THE “VARDON”

THE GOODMANTHE “JH Taylor”THE “OUIMET”

LINE CUT LIMITED FLIGHT
c. 1850-1905

BRAMBLE GUTTA PERCHA
c. 1898-1905

The “Braid” line cut, limited flight ball 
traces its history to 1848 when a St. 
Andrews student, Robert Paterson, 
melted discarded gutta from his worn 
shoe bottoms and rolled it into a golf ball. 
With a modern core interior the Braid 
offers great performance married with the 
historic appearance of the classic line cut.

The “Vardon” Flyer was introduced in 
1899 by Spalding, made of the “finest 
gutta” and played by Harry Vardon in 
several major championship wins. It 
claimed to have improved length over the 
line cut gutta models. Although the gutta 
ball was soon to be replaced by the rubber 
wound ball, the bramble cover pattern 
would continue for ten more years.

SMALL DIMPLE REPLICA
c. 1908-1935

The Goodman is a replica of the 
“inverted bramble” or dimple ball 
patented by William Taylor in 1908. The 
inverted round dimples had a longer, 
higher ball flight and stayed cleaner than 
the bramble. Spalding used this pattern 
for many of its golf ball lines starting in 
1914 including the Spalding Dot.

JH Taylor soft MESH REPLICA
c. 1905-1930

The soft mesh ball pattern was patented 
in 1912.  This pattern replaced the 
bramble pattern and became the favorite 
of many leading professionals into the 
1920’s. This JH Taylor model is a softer 
version of our popular Ouimet ball. 

Firm MESH PATTERN REPLICA
c. 1905-1930

The “Ouimet” (Victor) mesh pattern ball 
was patented by Albert Penfold of the 
East India Rubber Company in 1912. 
This pattern became the favorite of many 
leading professionals into the 1920s. The 
most famous model became the Dunlop 
Maxfli, first made in 1919 after Penfold 
was lured to Dunlop.

$20.00 / SINGLE BALL
$48.00 / 3-BALL SLEEVE

$165.00 / DOZEN 

$7.00 / SINGLE BALL
$18 / 3-BALL SLEEVE

$65 / DOZEN 

$20.00 / SINGLE BALL
$48.00 / 3-BALL SLEEVE

$165.00 / DOZen

AVAILABLE FOR USE 
AS LOGO BALL
$25.00 DOZEN

$13.00 / 3-BALL SLEEVE
$52.00 / DOZEN 

$13 / 3-BALL SLEEVE
$52.00 / DOZEN GIFT BOX

The “Park” gutta percha (hardened sap of 
the Malaysian sopadilla tree) ball traces 
its history to 1848 when a St. Andrews 
student, Robert Paterson, melted 
discarded gutta from his worn shoe 
bottoms and rolled it into a golf ball. The 
gutta ball replaced the featherie, a sack of 
leather stuffed with feathers.

LINE CUT GUTTA PERCHA
c. 1850-1905

THE “PARK”

MCINTYRE GOLF COMPANY  |  16711 ELM CIRCLE, OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68130

WWW.MCINTYREGOLF.COM PHONE: (402) 305-1773

Established in 1986

A LEADER IN GOLF PRODUCT INNOVATION, MARKETING AND DISTRIBUTION 

WE ARE WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS | PRODUCT INNOVATORS | SAVVY MARKETEERS 
GOLF ENTHUSIASTS | PROBLEM SOLVING GENIUSES ...

For the last 15 years, Origins of Golf has proudly supported the 
promotional products industry. Our company offers a diverse line of 
quality custom trophies and gifts that is backed by our extraordinary 
customer service. Look no further, make Origins of Golf the dedicated 
source for your next great golf or corporate event!

p r o a c t i v e s p o r t s . c o m



USHO PAST CHAMPIONS
2008 Mimosa Hills CC
Morganton, N.C.
Open

1  Jay Harris ~ 151
2  Randy Jensen  157

Reserve
1  Paul Dietz  136
2  Joe Guerard  145

Senior Division
1  Ed Woeckener  139
2  Tad Moore  142

2009 Mimosa Hills CC
Morganton, N.C.
Open

1  Roger Andrews ~ 150
2  Scott McAllister * 154

Reserve
1  Jim Clawson  144
2  Rich Schmidt * 146

Senior Open
1  Tad Moore  155
2  Barry Markowitz  175

Senior Reserve
1  Wayne Aaron * 148
2  Tom Ochs * 148

2010 Mimosa Hills CC
Morganton, N.C.
Open

1  Rick Woeckener ~  143
2  Scott McAllister * 154

Reserve
1  Rusty Wells  143
2  Jay Harris * 145

Senior Open
1  Glenn E. Davis  161
2  John Hopper  165

Senior Reserve
1  Mike Just  138
2  Tom Ochs  140

2011 Donald Ross Course
French Lick, Ind.
Open

1  Alan Grieve ~  150
2  Rick Woeckener  155

Reserve
1  Doug Floyd  144
2  Brian Schuman  145

Senior Open
1  Mike Just  167
2  Max Hollon  169

Senior Reserve
1  John Greene  132
2  Paul Dietz  134

2012 Donald Ross Course
French Lick, Ind.
Open

1  Tony Smarrelli**  ~ 149
2  Ben Hollerbach  149

Reserve
1  Brad Frieberg  136
2  David English  140

Senior Open
1  Max Hollon  158
2  Terry Howarth  160

Senior Reserve
1  John Greene  131
2  Bob Georgiade  136

2013 Bay Course
at Seaview Resort,
Galloway, N.J.
Open

1  Jeremy Moe  141
2  Craig Stroup ~  152

Reserve
1  Bill Geisler  131
2  Scott McAlister  145

Senior Open
1  Michael Shiff  154
2  Dave Brown  163

Senior Reserve
1  Bob Platt  137
2  Bob Georgiade  140

2014 Country Club of
Ashville, Ashville, N.C.
Open

1  Jeremy Moe  137
2  Rick Woeckener ~ * 150

Reserve
1  Russell Eaves  130
2  Andy Moye * 144

Senior Open
1  Tony Smarrelli  145
2  Jeffrey Blomstedt * 155

Senior Reserve
1  Paul Dietz  127
2  Terry Pemberton  131

Super Senior
1  Hamp Munsey * 166
2  Ed Woeckener  166

Super Senior Reserve
1  Hugh Menzies  124
2  Mike Korstange  128

Ladies
1  Barb Kopec  179
2  Karen Vagley  197

2015 Miami Valley CC
Dayton, Ohio
Open

1  Jeremy Moe  143
2  Cliff Martin ~  150

Reserve
1  Devin Harmala  138
2  Andy Just  139

Senior Open
1  Tony Smarrelli  147
2  Dave Brown  157

Senior Reserve
1  Robert Ubbing  140
2  Terry Pemberton * 141

Super Senior
1  Michael Shiff  152
2  Rusty Wells  162

Super Senior Reserve
1  Bill Reed  134
2  Wayne Aaron  137

Ladies Open 
1 Francine Smarrelli

Ladies Reserve
1 Sally Shiff

  2016 Links Course at  
Lawsonia, Green Lake, Wisc.
Open

1  Jeremy Moe * 151
2  Cliff Martin ~   151

Reserve
1  David Guerard  141
2  Jim Von Lossow  142

Senior Open
1  Tom Tracy  159
2  Mike Harding  161

Senior Reserve
1  Mark Larson  144
2  Ed Ronco  146

Super Senior
1  Michael Shiff * 164

2  David Boyd  164
Super Senior Reserve

1  Tad Moore  137
2  Dan Norstedt  146

Ladies Open 
1 Sally Shiff

2017 Del Monte GC  
Monterey, Calif.
Open

1  Nico Bollini ~ * 153
2  Cliff Martin   153

Reserve
1  Skip Platt * 145
2  John Lavendoski  145

Senior Open
1  Jim von Lossow  159
2  Mike Harding  160

Senior Reserve
1  Bob Georgiade  133
2  Steve Viskochil  136

Super Senior
1  Richard Bullock  168
2  John Berggren  170

Super Senior Reserve
1  Ray Tokareff  140
2  Buck Barrie  148

Ladies Open 
1 Roberta Robbins 203

Ladies Reserve 
1 Sally Shiff 145

Junior Division (18 holes)
1 Lachlan McCarthy 116
2 Ryan McCarthy 126
3 Max McCarthy 184

2018 Sedgefield CC  
Greensboro, N.C.
Open                                                                        

1 Taylor Jones 158
2 Jeff Olsen 161

Reserve 
1 Craig Stroup ~  146
2 Mark Hollingsworth 150

Senior Open
1 Kim Mansfield 166
2 Hugh Cameron 174

Senior Reserve
1 Bill Geisler 148
2 Bill Wardwell 151

Super Senior Open
1 Larry Woods 175
2 Bill Conan 177

Super Senior Reserve
1 Charles Mitchell * 151
2 Chris Deinlein 151

Ladies Open
1 Andrea Hodel 200
2 Marcie Likens 249

Ladies Reserve 

1 Kaye Pierson  169
2 Natalie Wells 197

2019 Belvedere GC  
Charlevoix, Mich.
Open                                                                        

1 Rick Woekener ~ 153
2 Peter Flory 154

Reserve 
1 Ray DeRoche  142
2 Jeff Hunt 143

Senior Open
1 Wm ‘Ernie’ Ernst 159
2 Bill Geisler 162

Senior Reserve
1 A. Gary Trapani 136
2 Todd Stevenson 139

Super Senior Open
1 Michael Shiff 158
2 Larry Woods 160

Super Senior Reserve
1 James Hollon 133
2 Hamp Munsey 139

Ladies Open
1 Kate Tomkinson 180
2 Donna Kuhn 188

Ladies Reserve 
1 Mary Jean Esselman  159
2 Sue Hays 162

2020 Happy Hollow Club  
Omaha, Neb.
Open                                                                        

1 Taylor Jones 153
2 Mike Antonio 157

Low Amateur 
Rick Woeckener ~  157

Reserve 
1 Tim Cooley * 147
2 Rick Woeckener 147

Senior Open
1 Steve Simer * 157
2 Gary Youngberg 157

Senior Reserve
1 John Williams 137
2 Eric Becker 143

Super Senior Open
1 Deal Hudson 167
2 Michael Kaus 174

Super Senior Reserve
1 Craig Healy * 147
2 Greg Smith 147

Ladies Open
1 Susan Marchese 166

Ladies Reserve 
1 Pat Linson  148

*playoff
**one-hole playoff 

 ~ John Fischer Low Amateur Award

Thanks to these generous participants, the USHO and the Society of 
Hickory Golfers is stronger and able to do more to promote the game. 
Please visit their websites and support them in kind.

Columbia Sportswear 
Bridgestone Golf

Jones Golf
Seamus Golf

Steurer & Jacoby
Tad Moore Hickory Classics

The Boyle Family
Jason Bangild

Erik Beer
Robert Birman

Brad Harvey

Carolina Hickory Golf
Dark Ages Golf
Distant Drums

Jeffery Ellis Auctions
James Clawson

Jim Davis
John Quickstad

KC Harrison
Knicker Dog

Lane Featheries
MacKenzie Golf Bags

McIntyre Golf

Northwest Hickory Players
ProActive Sports Group

Quickstad Family
Bob Georgiade

Roger Hill
Sally by the Sea

Sue Tracy
Honorable Co. of Hickory Golfers

Tom Coyne
Washington Golf

John Henry Williams
Wisconsin Hickory Golfers

Thank You 2021 
USHO Donors & Raffle Partners!

	  

HANDMADE 
PLAYABLE 
HISTORY 

 
HICKORY LANE 

FEATHERIES 
309/264-1098 

HICKORYLANEFEATHERIE.COM 

	  

PLAY GOLF IN CLASSIC STYLE

Get Knickered!!!
Fine high-end slacks and re-purposed 

to traditionally fashioned GOLF knickers.

knickerdog.com

Archie Baird, in perpetuity
Dave Brown

William Carpenter
Kevin Cawley
Nelson Ford

Lionel Freedman, in perpetuity

Bill Geisler
Bob Georgiade

Dale Hallock
Ross Hays
Roger Hill

Randy Jensen

Patrons Fund/Lifetime Members
The Society thanks the following for their dedication to hickory golf.

Jack McDonnell
John Crow Miller

Tad Moore
Jeffery Olsen

Winfield Padgett
Rick Rechter

Edward Ronco
Breck Speed

John Willbanks
Jeremy Wright



“ W H E N  Y O U
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T H E  H I L L S,
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M Y  M O M  A L W A Y S  S A I D :

columbia.com
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CEO Columbia Sportswear Co.
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