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n behalf of the Society of

Hickory Golfers, the 2019
U.S. Hickory Open Championship
Committee welcomes you to The
Belvedere Golf Club, and this year’s
12th playing of the U.S. Hickory Open.
David Gray, our general manager, and
Head PGA Golf Professional Dennis
“Marty” Joy II along with his staff and

our committee members are ready to

ROSS HAYS

assist you in any way to make your stay
“Up North” as enjoyable as possible.

The Belvedere Golf Club membership, with over 40 active
hickory golfing members, is excited to share what we believe
to be one of the great hickory experiences in golf. Walter
Hagen first won here in the inaugural 1929 Great Lakes
Open, shooting 65 with hickories, a course record that stood
for many decades.

Many of the major championship winners have come to
Belvedere to see and experience golf in this special place.

Be sure to look at the pictures displayed in the Pro Shop of

COVER — Top photo is the Belvedere Clubhouse. The lower photo
shows Walter Hagen at Belvedere during the 1929 Great Lakes Open.

The 2019 U.S. Hickory Open program is a copyright of the Society of Hickory of Golfers.
Produced and designed by James Davis and Robert Birman.
Cover photo courtesy Belvedere Golf Club.

everyone who has strolled the fairways at Belvedere.

The course has stood the test of time. At 6,500 yards it
was considered a “beast” when opened in 1925. Since then it
has hosted 40 Michigan Amateur Championships with the
41st coming to Belvedere Golf Club in 2025, our centennial
year. Most recently it has undergone a renovation led by
renowned golf architect Bruce Hepner. The discovery of
William Watson’s original architectural drawings allowed
the membership to bring the course back to its original
condition, perfect for the golfing tools of that day — hickory!

We look forward to seeing all our old friends, and certainly
some new ones, that this wonderful game so perfectly brings
together, and to share this spectacular part of our country
with those who will be seeing it for the first time. Hopefully,
youve added a day or two to your trip to visit the beautiful
villages that neighbor our Michigan lakes and make this
place famous for being “Up North.”

I know you'll enjoy the competition and The Belvedere,
but please let us know if we can assist in any way to improve
your experience.

Ross Hays
2019 U.S. Hickory Open Chair
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DAVID ). GRAY, CCM P.O. BOX 218 / CHARLEVOIX, MICHIGAN 48730 PHONE 231 547-2512
GEMERAL MAMAGER FAX 231 547-0311

On behalf of the Belvedere Club and the Society of Hickory Golfers, we welcome all the
contestants of the 2019 U.S. Hickory Open to the Belvedere Golf Club. We are honored to host
the 12" U.S. Hickory Open Championship.

Belvedere Golf Club is nearing its 100™ anniversary and like so many of the great classic
courses created in “Golf’s Golden Age,” Belvedere has stood the test of time. Architects of the
Golden Age produced some of the most innovative, bold & strategic course designs ever built in
America. William Watson, a Scotsman from St. Andrews, was one of these bold designers. In
1925, the Belvedere Club’s membership hired the renowned architect Watson to design a golf
course “worthy of national reputation” and Watson delivered.

Using only a few teams of horses and 125 men, Watson designed a masterpiece that would
rival some of his other great designs like Interlachen, Olympic Club, Harding Park, Olympia
Fields and Minikahda. A famous sportswriter from St. Louis commented upon Watson's
brilliant design at the opening of the club in 1927, “There is a distinct charm in the new course
from every point and at all angles and it is questionable whether or not there is another golf
course in Michigan that equals in point of beauty, broad perspective, contour and satisfactory
surroundings as does the Belvedere Golf Club.”

Opened in 1927, the course soon became a respected tournament venue, most notably as a
regular host of the Michigan Amateur Championship - 40 times in all. In the 1920’s and 1930’s,
along with hosting many Michigan Amateur Championships, Belvedere hosted the professional
Great Lakes Open Championships. Legends such as Walter Hagen, Gene Sarazen, Jock
Hutchison, Tommy Armour, and many others all competed at Belvedere for substantial purses.

A new chapter began in 2006, when the Society of Hickory Golfers first competed at
Belvedere Golf Club. The Belvedere has enjoyed hosting thirteen Belvedere Hickory Open
championships and now we are privileged to host the 2019 U.S. Hickory Open.

In 2016, the original hand-drawn architectural plans of Mr. Watson were discovered in a small
building scheduled for demolition in downtown Charlevoix. With the support of the Belvedere
Club, a two-year restoration plan returned many of our greens, bunkers and fairways to the style,
intent and challenge if the original minimalist period. When dry and firm, the course requires a
hickory style ground game — perfectly suited for the U.S. Hickory Championship. Our club
treasures its history. Thank you for the opportunity to again give back to our great game.

Enjoy the competition, the fun and the challenge of the Belvedere Golf Club.
Thank you for participating,

Rick Meyer
President — Belvedere Golf Club
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Schedule
12th U.S. Hic

June 20-22, 2019

Thursday, June 20

All Day
Practice rounds at Belvedere Golf Club. Scheduled in advance.
Check with host professional Dennis Joy for last-minute availability.

Registration — Belvedere Golf Club

5:30 p.m. — Welcome Party at The Chicago Club. Arrive at your leisure. Look for address in the registration
packet. Complimentary bar service and catered food. Raffle tickets will be on sale.

Friday, June 21

First Day of Competition. Range opens at 7:30 a.m. Coffee, juice, and pastries in clubhouse. Tee times listed
in registration packet. Foursomes will start off No. 1 and No. 10 tees. Be on time and ready to begin at least a
half hour before your tee time.

Lunch is available for pickup at the turn in clubhouse and is included in your entry fee. Complimentary bever-
ages and snacks on No. 5 and No. 15 tees. Complimentary cocktails, beer, and wine are available after the
round.

10:30 a.m. — Tour of Castle Farms for spouses, guests. $15 fee. Check in and pay at Castle Farms. Directions
will be included in the registration materials.

6 p.m. — Cocktail party/trade show at Castle Farms — Arrive at your leisure. Catered food service. Trade show
tables for those who requested them will be set up with your name on them. You may set up at 5:30 p.m. All
others please wait until 6 p.m. or later to arrive. Raffle tickets will be on sale.

Saturday June 22

Final Day of Competition. Range opens at 7:30 a.m. Coffee, juice, and pastries in clubhouse. Tee times will be
based on Friday scores. Be on time and ready to begin at least a half hour before your tee time.

Lunch is available for pickup at the turn in clubhouse and is included in your entry fee. Complimentary bever-
ages and snacks on No. 5 and No. 15 tees. Complimentary cocktails, beer, and wine are available after the
round.

Playoffs for ties in the gross divisions for Open, Senior, Super Senior, and Ladies. So be prepared if you posted
a good score.

10:30 a.m. — Tour of Belvedere Cottages. Meet at the Belvedere Casino. Directions will be in the registration
materials. Tour of several Belvedere cottages followed by lunch in the Belvedere Casino for spouses, guests. No
fee, but a $17 charge for lunch in the Casino (includes tax and gratuity). The Casino is not a gambling facility,
rather it is a meeting and gathering spot right on Lake Charlevoix.

6:30 p.m. — Cockrails, Dinner, Awards Banquet at the Belvedere Casino

This is a coat & tie affair with a cash-bar (the only cash bar during the entire weekend). Please bring cash or
check to pay for your cockrails. Dinner is included in the entry fee. Remember to bring your raffle tickets!



Thank You 2019

USHO Donors & Raffle Partners!

‘ Thanks to these generous participants, the USHO and the Society of
Hickory Golfers is stronger and able to do more to promote the game.
Please visit their websites and support them in kind.

SERIES
Companies The Golfer’s Journal
= San Clement, Calif.
Belvedere Golf Club www.golfersjournal.com

The Townhouse Bar

Home of the 2019 U.S. Hickory Open
Charlevoix, Mich.

Charlevoix, Mich.

Columbia, Dave Woodsum

www.columbia.com Winston Collection

Rochester Hills, Mich.

www.winstoncollection.com

Individuals

Donald Ross, Jere Hodges
www.donaldross.com

Fairway & Greene,
Zero Restriction, EP Pro Duane Baylor
Kelli Marquette Ralston, Neb.
. itgol .
www.summitgolfbrands.com Jeffrey Buntin

Nashville, Tenn.

Kentucky Par
Straight Bourbon Whiskey

Louisville, Ky.

Steve Braun
Charlevoix, Mich.

KnickerDog Clothing, Scott Pilgrim John Cova
Sachse, Texas Novi, Mich.
www.knickerdog.com Ray DeRoche
Neenah, Wisc.
LevelWear, Nancy Phipps
hteps://us.levelwear.com Jerry Esselman
Cincinnati, Ohio
Louisville' Qo[f Company Nelson Ford
Louisville, Ky.
o McLean, Va.
www.louisvillegolf.com
Dr. Jim Gels

Mcintyre Golf Company, Dave Brown Charlevoix, Mich.

Omaha, Neb. Toler Guihri
W, MG yler Guthrie
-mcintyregolf.com Collierville, Tenn.
Pukka, Sterling Cut Glass & Stitch Golf, Ross Hays
Amy & Kevin Miller Tampa, Fla.
www.sterlingcutglass.com/
Joe Hollerbach

www.pukkainc.com
Southlake, Texas

https://stitchgolf.com/

Tayl

Steurer and Jacoby D?c, azﬁrjogl‘:

Louisville, Ky. ’

www.steurerjacoby.com Dennis “Marty” Joy II
Charlevoix, Mich.
Tad Moore Golf Bill Lawson
Selma, Ala. o
sprey, Fla.
www.tadmoore.com

Ron Luster

Omaha, Neb.

hetps://all-cafes.com/town-house-charlevoix/

Rick Meyer
St. Louis, Mo.

Charles Mitchell
Lexington, Ky.

Michael Shiff
Parkland, Fla.

Tom Stewart
Pinehurst, N.C.

Kate Tomkinson
Fort Wayne, Ind.

Howard Vogel
Traverse City, Mich.

Regional Play Groups

The Society thanks these regional groups that generously
offered raffle donations or supportive advertisements in
this program. Thank you!

Groups are listed with their “Captain.”

Carolina Hickory Golf Association
— Richard Schmidt

Michigan Hickory Tour
— Roger Hill

Nebraska Hickory Golf Assoc.
— Dr. Kevin Cawley

Northwest Hickory Players
— Jim von Lossow

Onion Creek Hickory Classic
— Pete League

Virginia Hickory Golf Association
— Skip Platt

Wisconsin Hickory Golf Association
— Bill Ernst

Wyandotte Hickory Organization
— Ed Ronco

A big thanks as well to all the volunteers on
the 2019 USHO Organizing Committee.
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Belvedere GC
Michigan’s Northern Gem

Listen up players, host PGA Professional Dennis Joy knows Belve-
dere well. What follows is the best advice you will ever get on how to
play the course. Pay attention and good luck!

By Dennis ‘Marty’ Joy II

elcome to Belvedere Golf Club, host of the 2019 U.S.

Hickory Open. Designed in 1925 by William Watson,
this championship test is a perfect venue for hickory play. At
Belvedere, all the greens are accessible in the front for shots played
along the ground while greenside bunkers and hazards are posi-
tioned left and right to catch errant shots. Fairway bunkers are
strategically positioned to make the hickory golfer decide whether
to challenge them with a driver or lay-up with a brassie or a
spoon.

To play Belvedere Golf Club well, you must be a master of the
short game — both putting and chipping. All the greens at Bel-
vedere are the original Watson-designed greens. They have never
been remodeled or rebuilt. Watson eases you into your round with
four of his first five greens being fairly gentle with subtle move-
ment. But, from hole No. 6 on, things change and both putting
and chipping become more challenging. Know this — every putt
outside of five feet at Belvedere moves left, right or both.

On the first tee, standing high above the
entire front nine, you get a pretty good view of
what is ahead of you. Avoid the long heather

SRREN

THE DREADED 16TH GREEN. While maybe not its “signature” golf hole,
the 16th at Belvedere is certainly much discussed, and often with strong
language. This view looking back toward the tee shows the severe slope to
the right of the green (left in the photo). It has been the graveyard of many a
hopeful round.

usually not a short one. The second par three on the front nine
awaits you at No. 8. This is a shortish par three and its green has
three distinct levels. Depending on the pin location and the wind,
every iron in your bag is in play here.

The front nine closes with a chance to get healthy if you drive
the ball well. Avoid O.B. left, the fairway bunkers straight away
and the tall grasses right and you might have a reasonable birdie
opportunity.

Making the turn to No. 10, it is practical to start thinking about
back-to-back birdies. This downhill par 5 is reasonable if you don't
drive it right and O.B.

Walking to the eleventh tee is like walking to
the eleventh at Augusta National. It is where

grasses on the right, and number one looks Belvedere L the test begins. No. 11 is a tough, long par 4
rather benign. But, as you walk to your second Golf Club . with an uphill and challenging green; make a
Est 1423

shot, you will notice that number one has

the smallest green on the golf course and is §
perched high above you to a somewhat blind

approach shot. Although only the No. 13

handicapped hole on the course, as a start-

ing tournament hole, it gives up few pars and

fewer birdies.

There are only three forced carries that traverse the links and
they all show up early in the round. Stover Creek cuts through
hole numbers 2, 3, and 5 and, although only 10 feet at its widest,
the creek is notoriously greedy for golf balls.

The greens on 2 and 3 are examples of those early “gentle and
subtle” green contours and both are very large targets. Hole No. 4
is the longest par three on the course and the most difficult. A par
here is like gaining a stroke and a half on the field.

Hole No. 5 is a par five and the longest hole on the golf course.
There is a sign next to the fairway bunker (on your second shot)
that reads “140 Yards to Creek.” This is the longest 140 yards in
the game of golf. With the prevailing wind blowing at you off
Lake Michigan, there is good reason why laying up here might be
a sound decision.

The sixth green has the distinction of being the most severe
from back to front. Depending on the pin position, a properly
struck approach shot may be the difference between a two putt
and a four putt. No. 7 also has a demanding approach shot and

Fome ol the Mickigas Amatreer Crampisnship
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par here and you are climbing the leaderboard.

Both 12 and 13 require long drives and
competent approach shots before you reach
their demanding and difficult greens. Playing
11 through 13 well will distinguish you as a
contender rather than a “participant.”

On the tee at No. 14, you get a break for two holes — but don’t
fall asleep on them. Birdies at the straightforward No. 14 par three
followed by the reachable No. 15 par five are obtainable but, if
you relax too much, double bogey can jump up and bite you —
and that’s embarrassing.

If you have navigated your round successfully enough to get to
the 16th tee without being roughed up, prepared to be scared.
This inevitably will be the green everyone will talk about after the
competition. It has always been so. Championships have been
won and lost on the 16th green for decades. Advice, then, from
one who has done both: On your practice round hit several shots
to the green, both front and back. Good luck — and I mean that.

Number 17 is your final par three and not an easy one. It will
play longer than the yardage indicates and don't go left.

Finally, number 18 and the most demanding green on the golf
course — but first you must get there. A long drive is necessary to
get you into position to what is normally a long approach shot.
Off the tee, avoid the tall grasses right and the large tree left, then
get creative as you approach the green. ¢



U.S. HICKORY OPEN"
PATRONS FUND

ate in 2018 the U.S. Hickory Open Championship Com-

mittee and the Society of Hickory Golfers introduced the
USHO Patrons Fund to bolster and promote the country’s pre-
mier hickory golf championship.

Media, advertising, signage, function enhancement, venue avail-
ability, and tournament general expenses were identified as areas
where additional funding would benefit the tournament.

The Patrons Fund was created through the genorosity of two
passionate Society members who agreed to seed the Patrons Fund
by matching the first $10,000 of contributions from Society
members.

Any donation is appreciated; $100 or more will receive a Steurer
& Jacoby leather bag tag. Contributions over $300 will receive
a long-sleeve shirt with the USHO logo. Those who contribute
$1,000 or more will receive the above plus a lifetime membership
in the SoHG. To date, there are seven SOHG “Lifers.”

As of now, the Patrons Fund has generated approximately
$18,000 in donations, with the idea to build a sustainable fund
that will be available for all future USHO Championships.

You may make your contribution payable by check to the Soci-
ety of Hickory Golfers, earmarked Patrons Fund; or click Patrons
Fund Paypal on the website. Checks should be mailed to Michael
Sloan, 10515 Saddlehorn Trail, Houston, Texas, 77064.

Sloan is the newest treasurer of the SOHG, accepting the posi-
tion in the wake of former treasurer Wally Bills who has stepped
down after 2% years of service.

Thank you for considering this method of helping us to grow
our game. We hope to see you soon at the USHO Championship,
or one of our other Society events. €2
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7 The Virginia

Hickory Golf

JOIN US FOR THE
2019 JOHNNY GOODMAN
RIVER CITY HICKORY GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP
AND HALL OF FAME BANQUET

HELD AT HAPPY HOLLOW CLUB IN OMAHA, NE
SITE OF THE 2020 US HICKORY OPEN
SEPT. 29, 2019

CONTACT KEVIN CAWLEY AT KEVIN.CAWLEY @ NMH5.0ORG




2019 ¥§ U.S. HICKORY OPEN"

D
BELVEDERE GOLF CLUB

CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION

Bruce Beaudoin
Charlevoix, Mich.

Joseph Bodnar
Dearborn, Mich.

J.H. Dean
Bainbridge Island,
Wash.

Ray DeRoche
Neenah, Wisc.

Xander Dobreff
Troy, Mich.

Matt Dodds
Williston, Vt.

James “Doc” Eike
Neenah, Wisc.

Bill Ellington
Riverview, Mich.

Nick Flaim
Fort Worth, Texas

Peter Flory
Glencoe, Ill.

Tim Flynn
Lexington, Ky.

Jeff Guerard
Wauwatosa, Wisc.

Devin Harmala
Everett, Wash.

Dan Hoffman,
Elm Grove, Wisc.

Ben Hollerbach
Brookhaven, Ga.

Chris Hufnagel
Ada, Mich.

Jeff Hunt
Bloomington, Ind.

Benjamin Jones
Kalamazoo, Mich.

Taylor Jones
Decatur, Ala.

John Lavendoski
Bainbridge Island,
Wash.

Fred Muller

Traverse City, Mich.

Larry Noel
Allen Park, Mich.

Scott Peterson
Grandbville, Mich.

Skip Platt
Charlottesville, Va.

Robert Retzlaff
Brookfield, Wisc.

Scott Staudacher
Rockford, Mich.

Glen Turk
Grafton, Wisc.

Brian Weis
Menomonee Falls,
Wisc.

Gregg Whitley
Charlevoix, Mich.

Greg Whitmer

Zion Crossroads, Va.

Rick Woeckener
Fredericksburg, Va.

Jeremy Wright
Houston, Texas

SENIOR

Bern Bernacki
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Robert Bieszka
Dexter, Mich.

Walter Allen Bills
Royal Oak, Mich.

George Burgland
Galesburg, Ill.

William Bywaters
Dallas, Texas

Hugh Cameron
Corunna, Ontario, Can.

William Carpenter
Louisville, Ky.

Max Castro
Tampa, FL

Joseph Cerre
Waterford, Mich.

Bert Coghill
Orland Park, Ill.

James Davis
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Paul Dietz
Sarnia, Ontario, Can.

William Ernst
Neenah, Wisc.

Jerry Esselman
Cincinnati, Ohio

Joe Fallen
Evansville, Ind.

Paul Fiedorek
Charlevoix, Mich.

Frank Flood
Avon, Conn.

Bill Geisler
Winter Springs, Fla.

Doug Gelbert
Hendersonville, N.C.

Joe Guerard
Winneconne, Wisc.

Mark Tyler Guthrie
Collierville, Tenn.

Jim Hannen
Spring Arbor, Mich.

Michael Harding
Terre Haute, Ind.

Ross Hays
Tampa, Fla.

Joe Hollerbach
Southlake, Texas

Ken Holtz
Sun City West, Ariz.

Deal Hudson
Fairfax, Va.

Doug Kuhn
Indianapolis, Ind.

Mitch Laurance
Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Andy Moye
Maury, N.C.

Terry Pemberton
Charlottesville, Va.

Larry Pinchback
Oakland, Mich.

Patrick Potter
London, Ontario, Can.

Rick Rechter
Hopkinsville, Ky.

Ed Ronco
Wyandotte, Mich.

Michael Sloan
Houston, Texas

Greg Smith
DeForest, Wisc.

Todd Stevenson
Neenah, Wisc.

George Supol
Etobicoke, Ont., Can.

A. Gary Trapani
Lincoln Park, Mich.

Bill Tucholski
Maumee, Ohio

Cal Whitman
Rio, Ill.

Jim Wilhelm
Paris, Ontario, Can.

John Willbanks
Colleyville, Texas

David Zilisch
Neenah, Wisc.

SUPER
SENIOR

Duane Baylor
Ralston, Neb.

Jeffrey Blomstedt
Gill, Mass.

Jim Clawson
Charlottesville, Va.

John Cova
Novi, Mich.

Chris Deinlein
Greensboro, N.C.

Nelson Ford
Mclean, Va.

James Gels
Charlevoix, Mich.

Bob Georgiade
Durham, N.C.



James Griffen
Neenah, Wisc.

James (Max) Hollon
Evansville, Ind.

Will Jacoby
St. Pete Beach, Fla.

Bill Lawson
Osprey, Fla.

John Mabry
Phoenix, Ariz.

Barry Markowtiz
Sanford, N.C.

Jack Maynard Jr.
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Chuck McMullin
Gainesville, Va.

Rick Meyer
St. Louis, Mo.

Charles D. Mitchell Jr.
Lexington, Ky.

Tad Moore
Selma, Ala.

Hamp Munsey
Greensboro, N.C.

William Murphy
Menosha, Wisc.

Fred Niles
Manistee, Mich.

Galen Peterson

Port Townsend, Wash.

Jeffrey Porter
Charlevoix, Mich.

Robert Reheard
Red Lion, Pa.

Frank Rosenzweig
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Michael Shiff
Parkland, Fla.

Lloyd Slinglend
Trenton, Mich.

Tim Stroshine
Monclova, Ohio

Howard Vogel
Traverse City, Mich.

Ken Whitley LADIES
Charlevoix, Mich.

Sue Cova Donna Kuhn
David Wilson Novi, Mich. Indianapolis, Ind.
Gladwyne, Pa.

Kris Ellington Sally Shiff
Larry Woods Riverview, Mich. Parkland, Fla.
Louisville, Ky.
Mary Jean Esselman Kate Tomkinson

Robert Zizza Cincinnati, Ohio Fort Wayne, Ind.
Moriches, N.Y.

Sue Hays

Tampa, Fla.

ARRIVE EARLY FOR GOOD PARKING. The photo above from the late 19205 shows the lot was

already busy with golfers anticipating a great day on the Belvedere Golf Course.

chker Dog

Play Bolf in Classic Style!
GET KNICKERED!!!

Fine high-end slacks re-purposed

to fabulously styled knickers.

Website: Knickerdog.com
Email: Scott@Knickerdog.com
EBAY Seller: Turpen|

ALWAYS 20% OFF

when you apply coupon code:

SOHG

The perfect recipe for a great
night in Charlevoix?

* Friendly service ¢ Stiff drinks
* Good conversation

Townhouse Bar

223 Bridge Street

231-547-6690




Hospitality, great golf

synonymous with

Belvedere Golf Club

Chuck McMullin, of Gainsville, Va., is a long-time hickory player
and a co-founder of the Society of Hickory Golfers. He is generous
with his time and expertise, and like all Belvedere Club members, is
a delightful host and very proud of his course, his club, and his PGA
Professional Dennis ‘Marty Joy I1. (Chuck is also a great fan of Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle's famous detective, Sherlock Holmes, and is well
versed in all the stories and novels. Do not attempt to stump him on

this topic. You will fail, indubitably!)

By Chuck McMullin
s L ] The hickory golf of the 1920s

has been reborn at the Belve-
dere Golf Club. For one thing, the
Club’s membership is steadfast in
their desire to maintain the course
as close to William Watson’s origi-
nal 1925 design as possible.

From my first round of golf at
the Belvedere I knew this was one
of the great hickory golf courses.
The contours of the fairways and
the green complexes allow for just
about every shot in the hickory golf
bag. While many modern players
watch my bump and run shots with
raised eyebrows these shots really

are appropriate on this golf course.
Moreover, they are a lot of fun. If you play hickory golf you
will love the Belvedere.

The introduction and growth of hickory golf in Michigan
was primarily due to the efforts of the late Ralph Livingston,
II1, beginning in the mid-1990s. Most of us in the early days
of the hickory play revival were collectors. We attended re-
gional and national gatherings of the Golf Collector’s Society,
now known as the Golf Heritage Society, where we found
clubs in abundance.

As the notion of playing with the old clubs spread from the
U.K. in the 1980s to the USA in the 1990s it was essential
that these old clubs be restored to withstand the rigors of the
modern-day golfer’s use (and abuse). Several of our collec-
tor comrades took to the task of re-conditioning the clubs.
Ralph was one of these.

By 2000 a small group of us envisioned several forms of
competition with these old hickory clubs on all levels, local,
regional, national, and international. During a GCS event in
2000 at Williamsburg, Va., we formed the Society of Hickory
Golfers, the focus being on competitive events played with
hickory clubs. We established guidelines for uniformity of
tournament play, for the golf clubs, the golf courses, and even
the preferred attire.

CHUCK MCMULLIN
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SPECTATORS FOLLOW A MATCH in this c. 1920s postcard, courtesy John
Fischer III. The Belevedere Golf Club has hosted the Michigan Amateur a
record 40 times. It has also seen its share of historic players including Walter
Hagen and Tom Watson.

R S

In Michigan a hickory event was first played at the Kingsley
Club near Traverse City in 2003. The event was moved to the
Belvedere Golf Club in 2006 and was thereafter named the
Belvedere Hickory Open (BHO). The event in the first few
years attracted some 30 players. The Belvedere membership
enjoyed the event from the beginning and within a season
or two several members could be seen on the links with their
own eclectic group of playable old hickory clubs. Local golfers
soon tried this refreshing type of golf as well.

Under Belvedere Professional Marty Joy’s direction the
BHO has expanded to some 60 players annually, the 13th
BHO being held last summer. In those early years a lot of the

READY TO GO. A threesome pose before their match in the 2017 Belevedere
Hickory Open. From left: Doug Kuhn, Ross Hays, and Hugh Cameron.
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FRIENDSHIPS AND SOCIALIZING are integral to the success of any event at Belevedere,
hickory golf or otherwise. Top left, Sue Cova, left, Sue Hays, and Mary Jean Esselman
pose at the 2018 Belvedere Hickory Open. On the right, friends Chris Hill, left, and

Jan McMullin catch up during a party at the Belvedere clubhouse.

social gatherings at tournament time were hosted on a volun-
teer basis. Jan, my wife, and I had a Thursday night cocktail
party at our condo for the first few years until the number

of attendees overwhelmed the space. As tournament
attendance increased social functions were elevated to
become a near-essential part of the overall event experi-
ence. These social gatherings are the cornerstone of all
tournaments. The BHO is near the top of everybody’s
list of favorite hickory events held around the country,
not only for the outstanding golf course, but also for
the lively social gatherings during the event.

I have now played the Belvedere Hickory Open every
summer since that first visit in 2006 and each year
brings several new recruits to hickory play. It is very
gratifying to see some three dozen Belvedere members
and local players playing with old hickory clubs, not just
at tournament time, but often throughout the season on
this magnificent venue. The enthusiasm for hickory golf
at the Belvedere is at a level second to none.

If there is anything I can do, personally, to enhance
your hickory experience during your visit to the Bel-
vedere Golf Club, please don’t hesitate to ask. Do avail
yourselves of the social functions each day. Enjoy the
scenery both on the golf course and around the city of Char-
levoix and, of course, the playing of “the goff.” ¢

“The Hickory 100”

By Doug Drenth

Retired school principal and golf, track and cross-country coach at
Charlevoix High School

One of the unique features of the Charlevoix County
Junior Golf program (CCJG) is the annual fundraising
event called The Hickory 100. Begun 11 years ago by retired
Belvedere Professional Steve Braun, the event comprises 100
consectutive holes of golf with all funds raised benefiting the
CCJG.

Current Belvedere PGA Professional Dennis “Marty” Joy,
has continued the concept adding his own unique passion —
all holes are played with hickory clubs. In over 1,100 holes of
golf to date, he has never lost a ball. On top of that, he once
carded a 69 for an 18-hole segment during the day, which
usually begins at 6:30 a.m.

Monies raised pay for season passes for the youth to play
the Charlevoix Municipal Golf Course, scholarships for indi-
viduals to attend golf camp at Ferris State University, end-of-
season prizes and awards for the Junior Golf Champions and
Skills Champions, and to keep the annual participation fee
for the entire CCJG summer program to a mere $50! (Where
else can you get more than 13 hour-long golf lessons, teach-
ing all components of the game, for a mere fifty dollars?)

The CCJG program teaches glf fundamentals and founda-
tions in positive character, to more than 75 children ages
8-17 each summer. Lessons are taught at four local courses
including Belvedere Golf Club, Charlevoix Country Club,
the City of Charlevoix Municipal Course, and Antrim Dells.
A typical lesson lasts an hour and consists of three 20-minute
segments teaching the full golf swing, a putting lesson, and a
chipping and/or pitching lesson.

Over the past 11 years, “The Hickory 100” has raised over

$110,000 for junior golf. The positive impact that Marty has
on the youth of the Charlevoix community will be felt for
years to come, thanks to his kindness and the generosity of
those who continue to support the program. €3

Junior golf is where tee
flights of fancy take off!

Thank you Belvedere Club Members for your
continued support of the Charlevoix Junior
Golf Program and the “"Hickory Hundred.”

Providing golf instruction for youth 8-17 in fundamentals,
golf principles and rules, with an emphasis on personal
traits that make for a successful life.

R

Bife maliuss Bvangl golf”

https://www.chxjrgolf.com




SALUTE YOU

The Fou&m oard and participants of Noﬂvest i

ch'kory Players salute the field of contestants at the
12th U.S. chkor y Open at historic Belvedere Golf
Club in Charlevmx, Michigan.

With year-round events and multiple two-day
championships in Washington and Oregon,
NWHP is the home for hickory golf in the
Pacific Northwest.

Follow us online at NWHickoryPlayers.org or on
Facebook at @N'WHickoryPlayers.

The Carolina Hickory
Golf Association [

Wishes everyone the best
of luck during
the U.S. Hickory Open.

http://carolinahickory.com




USHO PAST CHAMPIONS

2008 Mimosa Hills CC
Morganton, N.C.
Open
1 Jay Harris ~ 151
2 Randy Jensen 157
Reserve
1 Paul Dietz 136
2 Joe Guerard 145
Senior Division
1 Ed Woeckener 139
2 Tad Moore 142
2009 Mimosa Hills CC
Morganton, N.C.
Open
1 Roger Andrews ~ 150
2 Scott McAllister 154%
Reserve
1 Jim Clawson 144
2 Rich Schmidt 146*
Senior Open
1 Tad Moore 155

2 Barry Markowitz 175
Senior Reserve

1 Wayne Aaron 148*

2 Tom Ochs 148*

2010 Mimeosa Hills CC
Morganton, N.C.
Open
1 Rick Woeckener ~ 143
2 Scott McAllister 154%*
Reserve

1 Rusty Wells 143

2 Jay Harris 145%*
Senior Open

1 Glenn E. Davis 161

2 John Hopper 165
Senior Reserve

1 Mike Just 138

2 Tom Ochs 140
2011 Donald Ross Course
French Lick, Ind.
Open

1 Alan Grieve ~ 150

2 Rick Woeckener 155
Reserve

1 Doug Floyd 144

2 Brian Schuman 145
Senior Open

1 Mike Just 167

2 Max Hollon 169
Senior Reserve

1 John Greene 132

2 Paul Dietz 134

2012 Donald Ross Course
French Lick, Ind.
Open
1 Tony Smarrelli** ~ 149
2 Ben Hollerbach 149
Reserve
1 Brad Frieberg 136
2 David English 140
Senior Open
1 Max Hollon 158
2 Terry Howarth 160
Senior Reserve
1 John Greene 131
2 Bob Georgiade 136
2013 Bay Course
at Seaview Resort,
Galloway, N.J.
Open
1 Jeremy Moe 141
2 Craig Stroup ~ 152
Reserve
1 Bill Geisler 131

2 Scott McAlister 145
Senior Open

1 Michael Shiff 154

2 Dave Brown 163
Senior Reserve

1 Bob Platt 137

2 Bob Georgiade 140
2014 Country Club of
Ashville, Ashville, N.C.
Open

1 Jeremy Moe 137

2 Rick Woeckener ~  150%*
Reserve

1 Russell Eaves 130

2 Andy Moye 144*
Senior Open

1 Tony Smarrelli 145

2 Jeffrey Blomstedt  155%*
Senior Reserve

1 Paul Dietz 127

2 Terry Pemberton 131
Super Senior

1 Hamp Munsey 166*

2 Ed Woeckener 166
Super Senior Reserve

1 Hugh Menzies 124

2 Mike Korstange 128
Ladies

1 Barb Kopec 179

2 Karen Vagley 197

2015 Miami Valley CC
Dayton, Ohio
Open
1 Jeremy Moe 143
2 Cliff Martin ~ 150
Reserve
1 Devin Harmala 138
2 Andy Just 139
Senior Open
1 Tony Smarrelli 147
2 Dave Brown 157
Senior Reserve
1 Robert Ubbing 140

2 Terry Pemberton 141%*
Super Senior

1 Michael Shiff 152

2 Rusty Wells 162
Super Senior Reserve

1 Bill Reed 134

2 Wayne Aaron 137

Ladies Open

1 Francine Smarrelli
Ladies Reserve

1 Sally Shiff

2016 Links Course at
Lawsonia, Green Lake,
Wisc.

Open

1 Jeremy Moe 151%*

2 CIiff Martin ~ 151
Reserve

1 David Guerard 141

2 Jim Von Lossow 142
Senior Open

1 Tom Tracy 159

2 Mike Harding 161
Senior Reserve

1 Mark Larson 144

2 Ed Ronco 146
Super Senior

1 Michael Shiff 164*

2 David Boyd 164
Super Senior Reserve

1 Tad Moore 137

2 Dan Norstedt 146

Ladies Open
1 Sally Shiff

2017 Del Monte GC
Monterey, Calif.
Open
1 Nico Bollini ~ 153%*
2 CIiff Martin 153
Reserve

1 Skip Platt 145*

2 John Lavendoski 145

Senior Open
1 Jim von Lossow 159
2 Mike Harding 160
Senior Reserve
1 Bob Georgiade 133
2 Steve Viskochil 136

Super Senior
1 Richard Bullock 168

2 John Berggren 170
Super Senior Reserve

1 Ray Tokareff 140

2 Buck Barrie 148
Ladies Open

1 Roberta Robbins 203
Ladies Reserve

1 Sally Shiff 145
Junior Division (18 holes)

1 Lachlan McCarthy 116

2 Ryan McCarthy 126

3 Max McCarthy 184
2018 Sedgefield CC
Greensboro, N.C.
Open

1 Taylor Jones 158

2 Jeff Olsen 161
Reserve

1 Craig Stroup ~ 146

2 Mark Hollingsworth 150
Senior Open

1 Kim Mansfield 166

2 Hugh Cameron 174
Senior Reserve

1 Bill Geisler 148

2 Bill Wardwell 151
Super Senior Open

1 Larry Woods 175

2 Bill Conan 177

Super Senior Reserve
1 Charles Mitchell 151%*

2 Chris Deinlein 151
Ladies Open

1 Andrea Hodel 200

2 Marcie Likens 249
Ladies Reserve

1 Kaye Pierson 169

2 Natalie Wells 197

*playoff

**one-hole playoff
~ John Fischer Low Amateur Award



of the 2019 U.S. Hickory Open.

H1t em far and sure. j
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HAND-CRAFTED PLAYABLE
REPLICA GOLF BALLS

MOINTYRy | =

We’ve developed a full line of
heritage mspired golf balls to increase
your appreciation for this royal and
ancient game. Some are hand-crafted
from period materials, while others
are crafted using modern balls that
we’ve reshaped in vintage molds. Visit
our website to find the one that’s right
for you.




az‘ Happy Hof[ow Clué
Happy Hollow Club

Return to the Golden Age of Golf Course Architecture

The members of Happy Hollow Club and the Nebraska Hickory Golf Association
welcome you to Omaha, home of Johnny Goodman who, in 1933, became the last
amateur to win the U.S. Open.

Originally founded in 1907 near Happy Hollow Boulevard, the club moved to its
current William B. Langford-designed facility in 1925. Happy Hollow Club remains
committed to Langford’s vision summed up in his credo:

Hazards should be placed so that any player can avoid them
it he gauges his ability correctly: so that these obstacles will
make every mans game more interesting no matter what class

player he is.

Like most of Langford’s creations, you will find Happy Hollow Club fun to play, full of
variety, strategically interesting and a layout that is often bold and expansive in scale.

Join us October 4-6, 2020 for a golfing experience you will cherish forever!

SOHG

: E-Mail any questions or
2000 _ ), 2020

inquiries to Dr. Kevin Cawley,
2020 US Hickory Open
Tournament Director at

Hole #8, Par 3, Happy Hollow Club

kevin.cawley@nmbhs.org
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OFFICIAL BOURBON
of the

Society of
Hickory Golfers

The Fentucky Parfay Company
1 ouisville. KY




